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Abstract: The many ills that our society as a whole is suffering today are mainly due to crises of 
values. Hardly any day goes without some news indicative of crisis of values.  There is erosion of 
social, moral, cultural, economic and political values at all levels. The erosion of values has led to 
the spread of selfishness, unlimited greed, corruption, violence, and destruction, abuse of human 
rights, frustration and crisis of character. The crisis has taken up such a magnitude that if serious 
efforts are not made to check it, then the whole system is likely to collapse. After all what factors 
have been responsible for creating this crisis in our society? If we think that the political system 
alone is responsible for this crisis, then we are mistaken. No political system can develops in 
vacuum; it is the sub-system of the entire social system. Hence the strengths and weaknesses in 
the society are reflected in the political system. We must accept that the degradation of moral 
fiber is a problem of entire society. With the advancement of technology, man himself is 
becoming a machine. The reason behind this is that he is spending more and more time with 
machines rather than with human beings. Emotions, feeling, values and manners are disappearing 
day by day in human beings. So, there is a strong need to make him aware of his responsibilities 
towards society, his family and others. A building can‘t be strong if its base is not strong. In the 
same way a child can‘t be a good man if he is not given good values in his childhood. The unity 
and progress of our society is threatened because, core values that promote law and order, respect 
for elders, sanctity of human lives, brotherliness, honesty and tolerance are disappearing. This 
situation calls for an urgent need for values orientation through our educational system. Education 
occupies an important place in societal development, therefore it could be used effectively to 
transform the society through value orientation to the teachers — the architects of the national 
development, leaders and the masses. This can be achieved through well articulated policies on 
value education and the incorporation of value education in the school curricula at all levels of 
education. 
Keywords:-Value crisis 
India today is witnessing a crisis in every sphere of 
life. The growing cult of violence along with a 
devaluation of values is eroding civilized life and 
the democratic fabric of the nation. The schools 
and colleges in India, too, are deeply infected by 
the erosion of values and the cult of violence. 
Disharmony grows unchecked and it breeds 
anomie, frustration, hatred and selfishness. An 
agonizing re-appraisal of our systems and 
institutions seems to be called for in the prevailing 
situation. The place to start with surely, is our 
educational institutions, for they are at the sensitive 
centre of the nation's life. The tradition and culture 
of a nation is preserved and made dynamic and 
handed on to generations chiefly through 
education. Education is also the surveyor of a 
proper value system. Those in the schools and 
colleges today will take charge of the nation 
tomorrow. There is hope for a nation where the 
younger generation is properly moulded. Hence, in 
order to achieve the formation of a whole, 
integrated personality of the students a model 
personality who has shown in his life the clear 
possibility of the transformation of character and 
personality is of great importance.  
Causes of Values Crisis  
Crisis is not so much intellectual but rather moral 
and spiritual. There is lack of development of 
sound moral vision among human being along with 
the scientific and technological development. As a 
result human being can produce such powerful 
means of destruction like hydrogen and nuclear 
bombs and destroy the whole world in no time. 
Wealth worshipped as god, Pride has become a 
creed. Selfishness is entrenched in the intellect. The 
ego is flaunted, and desires become an adornment, 
righteousness has become merely a figurehead in 
the world, compassion has dried up, gratitude has 
waned, Hypocrisy has become the hall mark of life 
and love and affection has become lustful 
afflictions. Distortion of values is partially due to 
imbalance between ancient values and explosion of 
knowledge in war field technology. Atomic 
weapons, bio-weapon, explosives, missiles etc., are 
threatening the whole mankind. Developed 
countries posses all kinds of dreadful weapons and 
are trying to boss over all developed and 
underdeveloped countries. Today the entire 
mankind is living in the shade of fear. Man‘s very 
Value Crisis: A Global Phenomenon 
 
Asian Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies, 2(9) September, 2014 67 
expense is at stake as he is indulging in wicked 
activities.  
Prostitution, illegal marriages, broken home 
structure, divorce, etc., are also factors responsible 
for decline of values. Lack of mutual concern 
between parents at home, disaffection and lack of 
securities in families are other factors responsible 
for erosion of values. The role of home, school and 
society cannot be neglected in the degradation of 
values. Definitely the living styles of parents leave 
deep impression on the minds of children.  
Even in this dynamic society, values and standard 
do not change quickly and some of them, at any 
rate, have an abiding significance. The whole 
socio- political setting and physical environment in 
which they have to be worked out are in a state of 
constant transition and consequently, they have to 
be interrupted in the light of new condition. 
Cultural values, the gracious fruit of centuries of 
co-operative efforts and moral values, which is 
distinguished, which distinguish men from animals, 
have been totally changed in these years. The 
modern youth receiving education are losing their 
idealism and living in spiritual vacuum. Moral 
values have no respect now. Man fails to 
distinguish between right and wrong, good and 
evil. Highest respect is being placed on wealth and 
power. Religious have now become a private affair 
and stress is being laid on secularization of social 
relationships. Human relations are becoming 
impersonal and secondary.  
The older generations have lost their sense of 
morality. Therefore the younger generation 
completely ignores the traditional or even any idea 
of value system. Loss of leadership among the 
teachers is another manifestation of the 
deterioration of values in the modern society. A 
teacher has to perform three important activities. 
People in an industrial society develop a growing 
sense of insecurity in social relations because of the 
emphasis on individuals. 
Need of Human Values in the Society  
The deepening value crisis in the contemporary 
Indian society is casting its evil shadow in all walks 
of our life. Even after fifty years of progress in 
different fields – economic, industrial, scientific, 
educational – it is doubtful if we are moving 
towards creation of a just society, a happy society, 
a good society. The promises of the ‗tryst with the 
destiny‘ and the dreams of prosperity, social 
wellbeing and human happiness are proving to be 
false. The anguish over this disillusionment finds 
expression in so many ways, in literature, art, 
academic seminars, public discussions and in 
private conversations. They reflect the inner pain 
and frustration of sensitive individuals. However, 
these emotive expressions do not help much in 
understanding the nature of the crisis, its different 
dimensions, causes and possible remedies. In the 
absence of rational conceptualization of the 
problem, mere emotional reactions create a sense 
of fatalistic resignation. A large segment of our 
intelligentsia appears to be under the grip of such a 
pensive helplessness. The rest have retreated into 
the closed sanctuary of their own personal self-
interests. 
It is a daunting task to examine the nature of 
today‘s value crisis in this gloomy climate. Yet, 
there is no escape from it either. One must grapple 
with it as best as one can. The pervasive crisis has 
many inter-related dimensions and interleaved 
layers. Any intellectual probing into it must first 
untangle this web to identify its main features so 
that they can be analysed and cognitively grasped.  
Mahatma Gandhi stated that seven deadly sins are 
committed by an individual. These sins are as 
follows:- 
 wealth without work,  
 pleasure without consciousness;  
 knowledge without consciousness;  
 commerce without morality;  
 science without humanity; religion 
without sacrifice; and  
 politics without principles;  
Each of these perversions reflects lack of values. 
People with character, integrity and the right values 
are not for sale. They know that money will buy 
amusement, but not happiness; a bed, but not sleep, 
a clock, but not more time; companions, but not 
friend; finery, but not beauty; food, but not 
appetite; a house, but not a home; medicine but not 
health; and a ring, but not a marriage.  
The present day educational system has ignored 
character training altogether. It lays greater 
emphasis on developing memorization and 
reproduction abilities. Development of values and 
the sense of one‘s duty towards the nation, 
community and one‘s self, and thinking skills do 
not find any place in the curriculum at any stage of 
education. As a consequence, there are explicit 
signs of erosion of values in practically every 
sphere of our life. Peace and harmony are 
conspicuously absent in the present day Indian 
Society. It takes place through encounter, 
experience, observation, relationship, reflection, 
doing and finally modifying behavior. The learner 
develops an attitude, a life decision and character. 
This influence‘s the person‘s behavior imparting a 
philosophy of life, a vision and a mission, thus 
developing, ―A Holistic View of Life‖. Education 
is general and value education in particular 
occupies a prestigious place in the modern context 
of contemporary society. Education and values are 
inseparable. They are two sides of the same coin. 
Value oriented education has come into force to 
promote a sense of morality, aesthetic and 
intellectual knowledge among the students. Value 
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education has the capacity to transform a diseased 
mind to a very young, fresh, innocent, healthy, 
natural and attentive mind. The transformed mind 
is capable of higher sensitivity and a high end level 
of perception.  
Today, there is deterioration of values in the 
society. The values have been neglected not only at 
the social level but at the national level also. In the 
educational programmes only mental developments 
have been stressed. In the modern age, the aim of 
education is all round development of personality. 
In the present educational system, provision has 
been made for intellectual education by giving 
importance to intellectual development. Thus to be 
successful in life, important human qualities along 
with intellectual development should be the aim of 
value education. Value education is the positive 
effort towards bringing about a synthesis of 
different values in a human being. It is the 
teachers‘ role to foster human values through his 
teaching in the classroom and follow those values. 
To the youth of today, the classroom messages are 
love, safety, security, belonging and warmth. 
Einstein remarked once: ―try not to become a man 
of success but try to become a man of values.‖  
ROLE OF TEACHER 
If contemporary education is to be value based it 
can never be done without the teachers themselves 
understanding, appreciating and upholding the life 
sustained moral values. The teacher cannot have 
excuse whatsoever. If one cannot practice these 
values, one should not dream of teaching a job. It is 
a mission and vision for life and for posterity. That 
is the kind of realization that should be created in 
present day teachers.  
The theoretical knowledge of virtue must be 
supplemented by adequate practice of good 
character, the school concepts like the school 
traditions, the tone of the school, co-ordination 
between staff and students, activities and 
opportunities provided by the school. Co-
Curricular activities afford opportunities for the 
training of character. A set off moral and ethical 
value is internalized by him and form part of an 
enlightened conscience that acts as an internal 
control on his character. The institutes of Teacher 
Education should take responsibility to prepare 
their students to achieve these goals.  
The commitment and responsibility of teachers is 
very essential to make the excellent teacher–
student relationship and maintain peaceful school 
atmosphere. Teachers should be a model to the 
student in his character, behavior and all virtuous 
things. The teachers are expected to advice and 
guide the pupils regarding their general behavior in 
school and outside the school. The role of the 
teacher differs in various stages of education. For 
instance, the role of nursery school teacher is 
different from that of a university professor. The 
ethos of teachers function as a class does not 
change level-wise or area-wise but expectations 
within a given group do. Teachers must plan their 
programme in such a manner as to assist children in 
developing desirable sentiments. The teacher can 
help to build a good self-image of the child. The 
child should be helped to look upon himself as 
honest, upright and reliable. There should not be 
any gap between their preaching and practice.  
Teacher is supposed to be the ethical watchdog of 
the society. He is a role model for his students and 
also for the society. His secret of teaching values is 
to inspire and kindle the quest among the students 
by means of his own example of character and 
mastery of knowledge. It means by embodying 
values with ourselves we can really radiate values 
to our students. So a good teacher should posses a 
sound psychological knowledge of the different 
parts of the being, of the different qualities that 
come into play in various actions and the right laws 
of the development of personality in relation to the 
development of capacities and values of an 
integrated personality. It requires specific training 
for teachers before entering the profession.  
Every teacher is first a moral education teacher and 
then only a teacher in a subject of his 
specialization. This is the most fundamental and 
basic requirement for the growth and development 
of morality among the children in any educational 
institution. Teachers have a responsibility to show 
themselves as models to children through their 
ideas and ideals.  
Considering Co-curricular activities a teacher has 
to make adjustment in the time table to provide for 
those activities encourage pupil participation and 
also provide guidance while participating, as an 
integral part of curriculum. Then these activities 
will have a wholesome effect and have great 
educational values too. All the co-curricular 
activities should be organized with a spirit of 
devotion. Thus by planning a coherent programmed 
on different activities, rich in stimuli will also be 
heightening their abilities of self-expression, 
preparation for vocation, sentiment of loyalty, 
organizing ability, creativity, constructiveness and 
maintain good relations between school and 
community. Without these activities the school will 
be no more than a teaching shop and the children 
no more than bookworms. He has to set an example 
by having the right attitudes to work. He has to 
inculcate in students the habit of punctuality and 
regularity. A Teacher should bring desirable and 
constructive changes in students through 
instruction, example and influence. School usually 
has an elaborate system of activities and learning 
experiences which in its totality is called 
curriculum. It is with the help of this that schools 
bring about modification of behaviour of their 
pupils in desired direction. 
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Conclusion 
In the end it must be admitted that the crisis of 
values can only be overcome by combined efforts 
of all. Everyone has to commit himself towards 
ethical standard in his life. Unfortunately, there is a 
big gap between preaching and practicing of what 
one believes or what one says. One‘s actions must 
reflect the values that one intends to inculcate in 
children. Problems cannot be overcome by pointing 
fingers on others. Education occupies an important 
place in societal development, therefore it could be 
used effectively to transform the society through 
value orientation to the teachers — the architects of 
the national development, leaders and the masses. 
This can be achieved through well articulated 
policies on value education and the incorporation 
of value education in the school curricula at all 
levels of education. 
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